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An in-progress work about a memory of play-
ing outside with dad  

Conant Students are a Work of Art! 
I can’t believe we are in quarter four for 
the specialist rotation this year. I am so 
happy to be finally seeing my fourth 
quarter artists AND also getting the 
chance to see my first quarter artists for 
a handful of art classes to wrap up the 
year.  

I have lots of thoughtful artists working 
with a variety of materials in room 11, 
room 12, room 20, room 8, room 6 and 
room 2. Art at Conant is organized as a 
learner-directed, center based/choice-
based program. That means my artists 
develop their own ideas and choose the 
materials that work best for their ideas.  

A quick summary of what has been go-
ing on in art is: Sixth graders are enjoy-
ing using our new iPads to explore digi-
tal drawing, as well as working with 
more traditional materials in the draw-
ing center. Fourth, third, and second 
graders are enjoying trying out the 
newly opened watercolor center, as 
well as drawing and collage. My kinder 
artists have been learning more about 
how artists work. These last two weeks, 
we’ve been learning that artists some-
times make artwork about what they 
care about and what is important to 
them, as well as that artists often make 
artwork about things they remember.  

If you want to learn more about art at 
Conant and see some of the Wonderful 
Original Works of Art that have been 
created this year by students across the 

whole school, please check out my 
art website. If you visit our school 
gallery on Artsonia, you can see the 
amazing work that has been created 
by my dedicated and thoughtful art-
ists this year, and even past years! 

—Melissa Mastrolia, Art Specialist 

A memory about going to see fireworks for 
the fourth of July  

A work about a hamster that passed away, 
that was important to the artist.  

A work about the artist’s family, that is im-
portant to the artist.  

Evie with 
her work, 
shown 
right 



Here’s Ms. Hardy 

college, where I was a member of the 
UMass Minuteman Marching Band.  

-hobbies/interests 

I have been playing the clarinet for 15 
years, and I also play saxophone, guitar, 
and ukulele. Some of my favorite indoor 
things to do are listen to my vinyl record 
collection, watch movies with my room-
mates, and play video games. I am cur-
rently playing The Legend of Zelda Ma-
jora's Mask. When it is safe, I also love 
going to live music shows and concerts. 

Emy Hardy (aka Ms. Hardy) 

Music Teacher  

-family/pets 

I live with my two roommates, Erin and 
Sarah. Erin has a black cat named Big 
Mamma, Sarah has a dog named Bennie, 
and I have a fluffy white cat named Es-
ther. 

-background 

I grew up in San Diego, California. My 
family still lives there. I attended the 
University of Massachusetts Amherst for 

Hi There Dr. Harriott! 
Page 2 

My name is Evelyn Harriott, aka Dr. H!  I am the 
School Psychologist at Conant Elementary.  I work 
with all ages to teach students emotional coping 
strategies and social skills.  I also test students to 
determine their strengths and challenges. 

Before working as a Psychologist at Conant Ele-
mentary, I worked as a Psychologist in other ele-
mentary and high schools in MA, NH and IL.  I did 
my training in Chicago, IL which is where I’m from 
originally.  I keep an independent practice in NH, 
which is where I spend most of my weekends if I’m 
not in Maine.   

Contrary to what some people think about Psy-
chologists, when I’m not working I spend zero time 
analyzing people and all of my time having fun.  I 
like to spend time with my own family which in-
cludes my husband, two teenagers, a Beagle, a 
Golden Retriever and a Siberian cat.  We are al-

ways traveling somewhere, which is why we need a pilot in the family.  I talked 
my husband and kids into taking flying lessons with me and eventually one of us 
will get that private pilot license!  A fun fact about me is that I love K-dramas and 
K-Pop.  It inspired me to learn Hangul and study Korean language.  Haeng syo! 

Hello, Conant families.  My name is 
Debbie Dawson and I am the school 
counselor at Conant.  This is my 18th 
year here at Conant as counselor and I 
think I have the best job.  I work with 
many of our students, individually, in 
groups and in classrooms and work 
closely with our wonderful staff.  I am 
lucky to get to know many of our fami-
lies.  It is wonderful to have been here 
at Conant long enough to see our lit-
tlest students grow up and move onto 
Jr. High and High School.  I grew up in 
Long Island, New York and have an older sister and a twin brother. I went to 
university in upstate New York and came to Boston for graduate school at Boston 
University and never left the area.  I have a son who is 30 years old and lives in 
California (a word of warning: don’t let your child go to grad school in another 
state if you don’t want them to end up on the other side of the country!).  Outside 
of school, I enjoy walking and hiking with friends, practicing yoga, and spend-
ing some time on the Cape in the summer.  I am an avid reader and am in a 
book club that has been together for over 25 years.  We don’t currently have a 
pet but have, in the past, had a dog, and a pet rat.  I look forward to being able 
to see my family (in New York, Texas and California) soon.   I am really looking 
forward to welcoming back all our Conant students and families in Septem-
ber.  If we haven’t met yet, I hope to meet you in September! 

Say Hello to Mrs. Dawson 



My name is Beth Ali and I 
work two days a week in 
the office. This is my 5th 
year working at Conant. 
Before becoming a staff 
member, I was a Conant 
parent for 17 years! My 
favorite part of working 
here is that I get to support 
the entire school commu-
nity, from our dedicated 
staff, to our awesome fami-
lies, to our hardworking 

students. I feel so lucky to be part of the Conant community! 

I have lived in Acton for 22 years with my husband Shaheen and our four 
kids. I have a sweet rescue dog named Haddie and a not-so-friendly cat 
named Scout. Most weekends you will find me on the soccer sidelines cheer-
ing on my kids. I love to travel, birdwatch, cook, garden, and spend sum-
mers in Cape Cod. One important thing to know about me is that I am a 
diehard Bruins fan! Go Bruins! If you ever need anything, come find me in 
the office and I’ll help! 

Welcome to Mrs. Flumerfelt 

How Do You Do Mrs. Ali? 
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Introducing Mrs. Cavanagh 
Hello, 

I have enjoyed helping students and teachers use technology for many years 
at Conant School. I have been working with technology for a long time and 
love discovering new technologies.  

 I have a son and a daughter, who live on their own, so I share a home with my 
husband and 2 Portuguese Water Dogs. I hike, compete in agility and play 
water games with them. They especially love to swim. They even ride on my 
paddle board with me! They are almost 11 and 14! I like to be active and have 
many hobbies and interests, some of the things I like to do are: read, play 
board games, woodworking and sewing projects, work in my gardens and 
ride my bike. 

I have an observatory at my “new” home, so I want to learn how to use a tele-
scope. Did you know there are telescopes I can put in my observatory and 
operate from my computer? 

Hi!  My name is Ann Lack and I am the full-
time office administrator at Conant. My son, 
CJ, started here in Kindergarten in 1997 and 
I’ve been here ever since! I was active in the 
PTO and began working here in the cafeteria 
and then the office in 2007. My younger son 
Jesse also went to school here and I love that 
both my boys walked and rode their bikes to 
school. It’s so nice to live close by. In my free 
time I like to spend time with my husband, 
Steve, and our two dogs, Basket and Drake 
and we enjoy traveling, going to concerts, 
watching the Mets, and spending time with 
our friends and family. My sister just moved 
to St. Croix so I hope to visit her every Febru-
ary break! I so enjoy seeing your children at 
school and can’t wait for them to all be back 
soon.  

Greetings Mrs. Lack 

My name is Mrs. Flumerfelt and this is my sixth year working in the office at Conant. I 
live in Acton with my husband Carl, son William and our dog Prince. I also have an 
older son that lives near Boston. When I’m not working at Conant, I enjoy dinner with 
friends, reading, watching movies and shopping. I look forward to welcoming all of 
our students back to Conant in the Fall. 



GRADE LEVEL NEWS 

systems. Finally, in Social Studies the stu-
dents are learning about how our country 
grew and expanded westward.  
 
6th 
This spring we have been having fun in 
sixth grade! Our students are learning 
about energy, Ancient Egypt, dividing 
fractions, argumentative writing, poetry 
and lots more! In the last few months of 
the school year, we are looking forward to 
making more memories and preparing 
for the big transition to RJ Grey!   

Kindergarten 
Kindergarten students have been 
working very hard over the past 
few weeks! They have not 
skipped a beat even with vaca-
tion! In Science, the children 
learned all about birds and about 
protecting our Earth for Earth 
Day. In Math, the students are 
continuing to learn about one 
more and one less, subtraction, 
and addition. In Writing, the kin-
dergarteners have been continu-
ing to practice writing lowercase 
letters and starting sentences 
with a capital letter. In Funda-
tions, the students are learning 
about digraphs.  In Social Stud-
ies, the kindergarteners are 
learning about the importance of 
knowing phone numbers to be 
able to call someone in the event 
of an emergency. The students 
continue to enjoy making spring 
crafts such as flowers that are 
displayed on our classroom bul-
letin board. They are doing an 
amazing job and are certainly 
enjoying the nice spring weath-
er! We continue to work hard 
and do our best!  
 
1st 
First graders are enjoying both 
cohorts together and making 
some wonderful new friends. In 
math we continue to work on 
story problems, time and money. 
In writing we are ready to start 
publishing our final pieces and 
look forward to sharing them 
with our family and friends. We 
are studying living things in sci-
ence: planting, and creating 
aquariums and terrariums for our 
guppies and critters. We also 
had our first virtual “field trip” 
with the Discovery Museum 
teaching us all about force and 
motion.  
 
2nd 
The second graders have been 
working so hard! Recently, they 
have turned into poets! We have 
read and written different types 
of poetry. We have even had 

some of our poems read during 
morning announcements! Also, they 
learned about different habitats and 
plan to do a spring nature walk soon. 
We are so proud of their transition 
back to school and can't believe how 
much they've grown this school year.  
 
3rd 
We have just launched our life sci-
ence investigation on animal and 
plant life cycle, variation, and adap-
tation! In Math, we have been focus-
ing on geometry.  

 

4th 
Howdy! The 4th graders have trav-
eled west in their study of the re-
gions of the United States and are 
working on hands on science explor-
ing electrical energy. In math, we 
are beginning to multiply and divide 
larger numbers and we are all read-
ing books of our choice in a reader's 
workshop format. We are really en-
joying the nice, sunny weather and 
being able to be outside more!  
 
5th 
Currently in fifth grade students are 
in unit 5 of our new math curriculum, 
Illustrated Mathematics, where stu-
dents are multiplying and dividing 
decimals. In ELA we are in the mid-
dle of our opinion writing unit, re-
viewing how to use strategies to 
deepen comprehension, both written 
and verbal. Science continues with 
lots of hands-on activities as we 
begin to explore our last unit, Eco-

Page 4 

MCAS Dates to Remember: 
 

Thursday, May 20: Grades 
3&4 ELA 

 

Friday, May 21: Grades 5&6 
ELA 

 

Monday, May 24: Grades 3&4 
Math 

 

Tuesday, May 25: Grades 5&6 
Math 

 

Thursday, June 3: Grade 5 STE 


